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Overview of the program

1. What is the Community Data Program?

2. How does membership work?

(Typical route vs LIP Network Pilot route)

3. What datasets are available through the program?

4. What are some tools and program resources?

5. What have members down with data?

6. Next steps for the partnership with CDP and LIPs
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1. WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY 
DATA PROGRAM?
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Origins of the program

• Established in the 1990s

• Data cost sharing strategy

• From Statistics Canada primarily

• Analyze and report on socioeconomic trends

• Focus on small area geography
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The CDP Today

• Today, CDP provides access to a wealth of unique data 

products and serves the needs of hundreds of 

organizations

• Members organizations are part of a consortium - a 

legal entity focused on the implementation of a public 

service goal

• Local community data consortia participate in the 

national network, providing leadership and oversight

• the consortium model has evolved into a tool for 

community development
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Examples of member organizations
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• Municipal governments

• Local United Way chapters

• Community health centres

• Social planning councils

• School boards

• Immigration and youth services

• Libraries

• Economic development agencies



Helping municipalities and 
community sector organizations

Overall goals:

• provide evidence for decision making

• monitor and report on trends

How do we do this?

• making it easy to find and access data

• making it efficient

• acquiring customized data

• reducing costs

• building capacity so we can do more with the data

• advocate for community data
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What do members get?
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Data Capacity building Networking

Direct access to web-

based customized 

community data

Data analysis tools and 

training

National network with 

teleconferences and 

annual face-to-face 

events
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2. MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS FOR 
LIPS
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Typical Membership or LIP Network Pilot Route



The Community Data Network
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http://communitydata.ca/consortia



Typical membership

A) Typical membership: 
User > Member Organization > Local Consortium > CDP

• For those where a Consortium already exists  AND

• Want the full benefits of membership (download data tables as you 
wish)
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Special membership for LIPs

B) LIP Network Pilot Route: 
User > City of Calgary (Lisa Davis) > CDP

• Membership agreement is already in place.

• Data tables by request. 

• Access to resources and the network
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3. WHAT DATASETS ARE 

AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 
PROGRAM?
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Broadly speaking…

• Smallest possible geographic scale

– Always sub-provincial

– Lower- and upper-tier municipalities

– Neighbourhood-level where possible (DA, CT)

• Custom Statistics Canada data 

– Custom cross-tabulations

– Custom boundaries

• Analysis, reporting, visualization tools

• Links to open data
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Data Map: Examples of data with 
immigration

• 59 out of 898 tables 

• Dimensions include:
– Immigrant status

– Period of immigration

– Place of birth

– Citizenship
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Example table
• Target group profile of the immigrant population, Census
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Example table
• Place of Birth (236), Immigrant Status and Period of Immigration (11), Age Groups 

(10) and Sex (3) for the Population in Private Households, NHS
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Example table
• Immigrant status and period of immigration (9), labour force activity (8), highest 

certificate, diploma or degree (7), location of study (16), age groups (9) and sex (3) 
for the population 15 years and over, Census
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Example table
• Countries of citizenship (178), single and multiple responses for citizenship (3), 

immigrant status (4), and sex (3) for total population living in private households, 
NHS
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List of all data available
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http://communitydata.ca/catalogue-export



4. WHAT ARE SOME TOOLS AND 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE?
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Other resources
• Access to data is not enough

• Many are not trained to work with data

• CDP offers resources to help you actually use the data

– how to videos

– infographics

– webinars
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5. WHAT HAVE OTHER 

MEMBERS DONE WITH THE 
DATA?
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Halton Newcomer Strategy: 
Community Indicators Report
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https://haltonnewcomers.files.wordpre
ss.com/2014/09/halton-newcomer-
report-2013.pdf



Simcoe County Census and NHS 

bulletins
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https://www.simcoe.ca/ChildrenandCommunityServices/Pages/2011-Census-and-
National-Household-Survey-Bulletins.aspx



The Region of Peel Ward Profiles
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http://www.peelregion.ca/planning-maps/wardprofiles/



Ottawa Insights: Indicators
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https://www.ottawainsights.ca/themes/general-demographics/
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Rate of Low Income (%) (Low Income Measure - After Tax)

by Visible Minority Group and Generation Status, Toronto CMA, 2015
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Future possibilities

Opportunities by mobilizing through the network could include:

• more data on immigration

• agreements with IRCC for more data

• more custom geographies

• translation to French

• primary data
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Next steps

• Consortium fee is already paid for the LIP Pilot Network

• Contact us to become a full member of your local consortium if 

you desire

• Connect with Lisa Davis at City of Calgary with questions

• Join the advisory committee led by Lisa Davis (coming soon!)

– To provide input into the network

– Select data for the LIPs

• Delivery of 59 tables on immigration
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Contact us

CDP program team

www.communitydata.ca

information@communitydata.ca

Lisa Davis 

CDP Lead for LIPs

lisa.davis@calgary.ca
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